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The supply-chain panic of 2021 has 
created a media frenzy that has 

consumers wondering whether they will 
be able to procure any given desired item.

Consumers are being bombarded by daily articles such as “How the 

World Ran Out of Everything” (New York Times) and “Delays, Shortages, 

and Price Increases: Welcome To Holiday 2021” (Forbes), prompting 

widespread concerns about bare shelves and potential stockouts.1,2   
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Meanwhile, in the business world, the September 2021 

earnings season saw an increase of more than 400% 

in mentions by CEOs of supply-chain issues compared 

with the prior year.3 The uproar has led President 

Biden to ask Congress for a special investigation into 

the American supply chain. Better late than never! The 

purpose of this review is to analyze the current state 

of the U.S. supply chain as well as key success drivers 

for getting products from Santa’s elves to consumers 

across the nation. 

The automotive industry offers an example of what can 

happen to a lean supply chain when disaster strikes. 

Currently, there are not enough cars for sale in the U.S., 

and those that are on the lot are selling above MSRP. 

What exactly is behind this issue? Car manufacturers 

are unable to sell enough cars to eager consumers due 

to a crippling shortage of microcontrollers (MCUs), 

which are essential semiconductor components of 

automobiles. This problem cannot be resolved quickly 

given the complexities inherent to microcontroller 

production: the MCU production process takes 3 

to 6 months, and adding new capacity involves 

infrastructure investments of $2 to $4 billion.4,5 Also, 

70% of the auto industry’s semiconductors are made 

by Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company, 

leading to an industry-wide supply bottleneck 

when the company cannot keep up with demand.6 

Furthermore, single sourcing and just-in-time 

production is pervasive throughout the automotive 

sector, making it particularly vulnerable to disruption 

when supply-chain issues arise. 

Beyond semiconductor shortages, auto makers are 

hindered by a range of other supply-chain issues and 

costs across industries and geographies. In the case 

of steel, a key auto production input, imports are up 

44.3% year over year, and the producer price index 

is 79.1% higher year over year.7,8 Auto companies are 

also struggling with long delays for manufactured 

parts due to supply-chain congestion, leading facilities 

to hoard basic components such as oil filters and 

carpets and prompting service delays as long as 90 

days.9 Finally, COVID-19 is affecting the car market 

through outbreaks among essential laborers. Factory 

shutdowns in Vietnam and Malaysia – supply hubs for 

semiconductors, frames, chairs, and wires – resulted 

in Toyota’s making 330,000 fewer vehicles in October 

than expected.10

Today’s production obstacles are not unique to 

the automotive sector, but rather are emblematic 

of the present state of the supply chain. Media and 

academic sources have pointed to a range of modern-

day logistics issues including labor, the COVID-19 

pandemic, and e-commerce expansion. Given the 

complexity of the supply chain, the disruptions are 

due to many interconnected issues at various stages of 

sourcing, shipping, receiving, and transporting goods 

and materials. In this context, the Longpoint team 
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dug into the 2021 supply-chain disruption to better 

understand the causes, trends, and future outcomes 

of these developments. 

So what exactly is the global supply chain, and why 

does it matter? According to the Chartered Institute 

of Procurement and Supply, “Global supply chains are 

networks that can span across multiple continents 

and countries for the purpose of sourcing and 

supplying goods and services.” These supply chains 

include dynamic flows of raw materials, products, and 

information that result in the movement of goods 

worldwide. The global supply chain often pairs lower-

cost sourcing networks from overseas nations that 

have lower labor costs with higher-income developed 

nations such as the United States. In sum, the suppliers 

of key U.S. consumer products are frequently located 

in disparate parts of the globe, and a sophisticated 

and complex logistical network is required to 

produce and transmit finished goods to the end  

consumer’s doorstep.11

Recently, unprecedented levels of U.S. consumer 

spending plus shifting spending patterns have clashed 

with logistics infrastructure and labor shortfalls at 

ports, rail yards, and throughout the supply chain, 

resulting in widespread delays and large increases 

in the cost to move goods from far away to their  

final destination.

The current global supply chain was created 
for consumers and shopping patterns that 
no longer exist.

According to the Council of Supply Chain Management 

Professionals, “Logistics management is that part of 

supply chain management that plans, implements, and 

controls the efficient, effective forward and reverse 

flow and storage of goods, services and related 

information between the point of origin and the point 

of consumption…”12  As Longpoint has outlined in past 

Longpoint Reviews entitled “Consumer Meet Logistics” 

and “Across the World and Around the Block,” the 

United States is at the center of an unprecedented 

transformation in the third-party logistics sector as it 

addresses challenges such as the rise of e-commerce, 

the explosion of parcel shipping, a shortage of labor, 

and a lack of functional logistics infrastructure.

The present day’s extraordinary logistics challenges 

derive in part from the highly globalized nature of the 

U.S. supply chain, which is characterized by a strong 

dependency on ocean shipping.13 In the 1970s, U.S. 

companies began to move operations to Hong Kong, 

Singapore, and the Philippines to take advantage 

of lower wages, less business and environmental 

regulation, and lower taxes.14 This trend continued with 

the rise of the Chinese manufacturing sector. From 

1985 to 2019, total Chinese imports grew over 100  

times,15 and by 2018 comprised over 20% of total 

U.S. imports.16 The advent of offshoring led to a 30-

year decline in the American domestic manufacturing 

sector, which has undermined America’s manufacturing 

infrastructure and capabilities by reducing its 

knowledge and skills base.17,18

As a result of multiple decades of offshoring and  

lean “just-in-time” fulfillment processes, the global 

supply chain was woefully unprepared for the onset 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. For decades, companies  

 SECTION II NEW ECONOMY, OLD SUPPLY CHAIN
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have focused on supply-chain optimization by  

lowering inventory levels and increasing asset 

utilization, which resulted in the removal of buffers 

and increased vulnerability to disruption. The 

pandemic has highlighted the risks and costs of lean  

supply chains. 

In the beginning of the pandemic, more than 200 of 

the Fortune Global 500 had a presence in Wuhan.19 

As Tom Derry, CEO of The Institute for Supply 

Management (ISM), said, “You have to realize that 

there’s almost no industry sector — […] manufacturing 

and nonmanufacturing — that isn’t reliant on China in 

the United States.” 

Due to a dependency on goods sourced from overseas, 

the logistics fluctuations in the early months of the 

pandemic were unprecedented. Rail freight traffic had 

fallen by 28% year over year in May 2020.20 The Port 

of Los Angeles saw a nearly 30% decline in container 

traffic in March and May but nearly 20% year-over-year 

gains after October 2020 as Chinese factories came 

online while American factories remained shut.21 The 

Ports of New York/New Jersey saw similar trends.22 

The U.S. airfreight industry sustained high demand 

relative to capacity throughout the early months 

of the pandemic, reflected in record-high domestic 

air cargo revenue ton-miles23 and record-breaking 

parcel shipping rates.24 The challenges of handling 

large fluctuations in long-distance shipping volumes 

were compounded by record-setting e-commerce 

volumes25, which simultaneously grew at an 

unprecedented rate. By April 2021, 96% of customers 

considered “fast delivery” to mean “same day,”  

putting further strain on logistics networks.26

Throughout 2021, the surge in consumer spending has 

tested the limits of the U.S. and global supply chains, 

and resulted in record logistics activity at American 

ports, rail yards, and warehouse networks. The system 

has been beset by shortages and cost increases at 

nearly every step in a product’s journey. This research 

piece is designed to give a broader understanding of 

what these challenges are, why they exist, and why 

many experts are questioning the viability of Santa’s 

arrival in December 2021 with the usual selection of 

consumer products. 
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However, by the beginning of October 2021, 55% of 

Americans had been fully vaccinated, another 9% 

had received their first dose, and the public’s anxiety 

about the coronavirus was generally diminishing. 

In this context, a glut in spending has been taking 

place, with personal consumption on durable and 

nondurable goods in 2021 up 17.3% and 13.1% year over 

year, respectively.27

The U.S. domestic currency supply has grown 

significantly since the onset of the pandemic, giving 

many consumers additional dollars to allocate 

to personal spending. From February of 2020 to 

September of 2021, the Federal Reserve added $399 

billion to the money supply, which is $24 billion more 

than the total money supply added in the prior four-

year period.28 Currency, in the form of stimulus checks, 

was distributed to U.S. citizens on three separate 

occasions, in $600 to $1,400 installments, following 

workplace shutdowns in April of 2020.29 Over the next 

12 months, the median American adult received a total 

of $3,200 in direct stimulus payments that could be 

used at his or her discretion.30 The low interest rates 

that have prevailed since the onset of the pandemic, 

with the federal funds rate at an average 0.08% 

since April of 2020, have added further incentive for 

consumers to borrow and spend.31 Taken together, the 

additional per-capita dollars, low interest rates, a 19.1% 

drop in the personal saving rate, and 98% recovery of 

pre-pandemic employment have created a monetary 

environment primed for consumer spending.32,33,34

Spending patterns also changed following the onset 

of the pandemic and the imposition of government-

mandated lockdowns in 2020. U.S. consumers 

cut their expenditures on experiential goods and 

services such as airfare, restaurants, and hotels, while 

increasing consumption of physical goods such as 

cars, groceries, and home goods. During the “return to 

normal” period and vaccine rollout in early 2021, the 

U.S. economy experienced an unprecedented rise in 

inflation-adjusted consumer spending, reaching an all-

time high expenditure level of $13.6 trillion this past 

Currency in Circulation ($ in billions)

Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System
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The wave of initial government shutdowns in early 
2020 followed by surging numbers of COVID-19 
cases around the 2020 holiday season translated to 
a full year of repressed consumer spending activity. 

 SECTION III SPENDING SHIFTS ACCELERATE
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March, compared with an average of $12.0 trillion per 

month over the past ten-year period.35 Expenditures 

have since remained at record levels, with real 

consumer spending averaging $13.7 trillion per month 

from March through September of 2021.36 Retail 

spending per month increased by 15.5% during this 

3-month span, exceeding the 10.7% growth realized 

during the entire 3-year period from January of 2017 

to January of 2020, and has remained at this elevated 

level throughout 2021.37

E-commerce spending has thrived since the 

imposition of stay-at-home orders across the country. 

Once lockdowns began in the spring of 2020, 

consumers reduced their trips to mall-bound retail 

establishments such as Macy’s, Ethan Allen, and Foot 

Locker, all of which saw year-over-year foot traffic 

decrease somewhere in the range of 17% to 31.6%.38  

The drop in physical store visits at malls was offset 

by a surge in online traffic at retailers with robust 

digital shopping channels. A key contributor to the 

online retail spending increase was the grocery sector, 

which approximately tripled its e-commerce channel 

sales during the pandemic period.39 Grocery overall 

not only generated a record $740 billion in 2020 sales 

overall, but recorded an approximate $95.8 billion in 

e-commerce sales, much of which involved click-and-

collect channels that leverage store networks as last-

mile delivery touchpoints.40,41 The biggest winners, 

according to McKinsey & Company data from February 

2020 to April 2021, were members of “The Super 25,” 

which include Amazon, Home Depot, and Walmart, 

firms that possess a mixture of expansive nationwide 

physical store footprints as well as industry-leading 

e-commerce capabilities.42

The growth in e-commerce spending has led to an 

explosion in parcel shipping volumes related to the 

fulfillment of online orders. In 2020, there were 20.2 

billion parcels shipped domestically, a 37% year-over-

year increase from 2019.43 Despite the reopening of 

stores in 2021, USPS package volumes from the fiscal 

year ending on September 30, 2021 still exceeded 

the record high from the 2020 fiscal year.44 The 

e-commerce tailwinds are expected to carry over 

into the upcoming U.S. holiday season, with Adobe 

Analytics projecting a record-setting $207 billion in 

total sales, or an approximate 10% increase from the 

2020 season.45 

Advance Retail Sales: Retail Trade ($ in millions)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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U.S. ports, in particular, have experienced an 

unprecedented surge in import volumes in 2021, 

leaving dock workers and infrastructure struggling 

to keep up. America’s seaports handle over 60% of 

the nation’s manufactured goods, much of which is 

sourced from Asia, where previously affordable ocean 

transport offered access to low-cost labor markets.46 

Despite the critical role port infrastructure plays in the 

U.S. supply chain, American ports are operating with 

an investment gap of $168 billion, which represents the 

value differential between actual and optimal levels of 

investment and upkeep.47 Additionally, U.S. ports have 

limited capacity for increases in shipping volumes 

(for comparison, Chinese ports offer 4.4 times the 

capacity of U.S. ports), making them asymmetrically 

sensitive to sudden surges in shipping volumes.48 As 

a result of elevated 2021 import activity and limited 

capacity to handle additional volumes, domestic 

seaports experienced substantial increases in vessel 

dwell times. For example, on September 28th there 

were 66 container ships anchored off the Ports of 

Los Angeles & Long Beach waiting to drop off goods, 

and 32.8% of those ships waited more than 5 days to 

berth.49,50 In mid-November, 83 container ships were 

waiting to berth in Los Angeles, evidence of persistent 

seaport congestion.51

Due to elevated ocean freight volumes, American ports 

are suffering from an acute shortage of chassis, the 

wheeled load-bearing equipment used to transport 

received shipping containers. Trucking companies 

and rail operators rely on chassis rentals at the ports 

to receive shipping containers and transport goods 

inland. Due to the surge in port activity, a severe rental 

chassis shortage is hampering the operations of ports 

across the country, including the two largest American 

Number of Container Ships

Source: Marine Exchange of Southern California
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The rapid rise in consumer goods spending 
brought about by an increase in the money supply 
as well as pandemic-led spending shifts brought an 
array of new challenges to the U.S. logistics sector. 

 SECTION IV LOGISTICS INFRASTRUCTURE BACKS UP
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ports in Los Angeles and Long Beach, located on San 

Pedro Bay in California. The two adjacent Southern 

California ports handle 35.5% of the nation’s domestic 

ocean freight, and currently have 5,400 misallocated 

chassis, plus an additional 1,600 out-of-service units 

in need of repair.52,53,54 Deepening the shortage is the 

roughly $15,000 price tag on new units, and tariffs in 

excess of 200% imposed on China International Marine 

Containers, the #1 chassis producer in the world.55,56  

The chassis shortage further contributes to maritime 

shipping backlogs and increases in laden container 

dwell times at the two San Pedro Bay seaports and 

across the nation.57

Logistics providers are also burdened by a shortfall 

in ocean shipping containers themselves, another 

essential piece of transportation equipment. The supply 

of global containers decreased by approximately 

1.5 million units in 2020 due to pandemic-related 

factory shutdowns.58 As a result of disruptions in new 

container production, ocean transporters became 

dependent on container reuse to fulfill their shipping 

services. However, container recycling efforts are 

falling short due to long dwell times and inefficient 

operations. For example, the Port of Los Angeles  

alone has accumulated a net of 380,000 containers 

over the 2021 calendar year.59 The hundreds of 

thousands of empty shipping containers accumulating 

at big ports such as Los Angeles further squeeze 

the aggregate supply of containers while reducing 

operational efficiency.

A direct downstream consequence of delays and 

equipment shortages at ports is increasing freight-

train dwell times. According to the Pacific Merchant 

Shipping Association (PMSA), there was no rail dwell 

at the San Pedro Bay seaports until January 2021, 

despite increasing retail demand. This implies that well-

functioning port operations were preventing delays by 

quickly transferring cargo from the ports to the rail 

lines.60 However, due to continued accumulation of 

containers into 2021, average rail dwell time at the 

seaports surged to 7.9 days in January 2021 and has 

remained above 5.5 days throughout 2021.61 Large 

stockpiles of laden and empty shipping units, among 

other factors, have led to a reduction in the efficiency 

and capacity of the ports. Ultimately, shipping 

containers first wait close to a week to reach the port, 

and then take nearly another full week to leave the 

port via a rail operator.

Throughout the last year, COVID-19 outbreaks at 

major transportation nodes overseas such as Chinese 

ports have further contributed to significant delays at 

later stages of the U.S. supply chain. For instance, the  

Ningbo-Zhoushan port terminal shut down 

completely for two weeks in response to one positive 

case of COVID-19 in August.62 This closure affected 

Average number of days local-delivery containers and rail containers spend at Los Angeles-Long Beach 
port complex
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Job Openings in Trade and Transportation Sector (in thousands)

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Job Openings and Labor Turnover Survey. 
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approximately 134,000 containers and caused delays 

to a variety of seaport stakeholders, including Chinese 

exporters, American importers, vessel operators, and 

truck drivers.63,64 In November 2021, the Port of Dalian, 

responsible for 70% of Chinese cold-storage goods 

handling, shut down all their cold-chain operations 

after 14 out of 600,000 storage workers tested 

positive for the Delta variant.65,66 Logistics nodes  

have also been plagued by a variety of constraints 

unrelated to COVID infections. In March of 2021, 

the 400-meter-long shipping vessel Ever Given ran 

aground in the Suez Canal, preventing all through 

traffic. In the six days it took to dislodge, the Ever 

Given halted 30% of global container traffic, which 

affected ocean transporters around the world via a 

container supply squeeze.67

Two logistics roles in particular are essential to 

ensuring the efficient transportation of goods from 

the ports to U.S. consumer populations: truck drivers 

and warehouse workers. At present, both truck drivers 

and warehouse workers are in critically short supply. 

According to the American Trucking Association, the 

nation has a shortfall of 80,000 truck drivers, and, 

similarly, growth in the supply of warehouse workers has 

flatlined despite increasing demand in the sector.68,69 

Throughout the 2020-2021 period, the supply chain 

has dealt with short-term labor constraints as well 

because of COVID-19 outbreaks among workers. Long- 

and short-term shortages in these operational roles 

have contributed to logistical congestion, and efforts 

to fill these vacancies have been unsuccessful due to 

hiring shortfalls in competing sectors like food service.

Compounding the disruptions caused by inefficient 
port operations and equipment shortfalls is a 
shortage of essential labor across the supply chain. 

 SECTION V LABOR SHORTAGES, PRICES, AND DELAYS SURGE
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Job openings in the trade and transportation sector 

have surged this year, highlighting a large shortfall of 

logistics sector workers that is likely to persist into 

2022. In the first nine months of the year, the U.S. has 

had a cumulative 15.5 million job openings in trade and 

transportation, and is on pace for 20.7 million openings 

by the end of 2021.70 This figure would represent a 

50.8% increase in gross job openings from 2020, 

and a 69.5% increase over the 10-year average from 

2011–2020.71 Despite elevated demand for logistics 

employees, hiring in transportation, warehousing, and 

utilities has decreased, with new hires in the sector 

expected to drop by 421,000 year-over-year.72 The 

shortfall in logistics labor coincides with rising wages 

across all jobs this year, as supply-chain employers 

must compete with other industries such as food and 

beverage for workers.73,74

The confluence of capacity constraints across the 

U.S. supply chain – in ports, logistics infrastructure, 

and labor markets – has led to a myriad of delays. In 

Southern California, for instance, the percentage of 

port dwell times exceeding 5 days rose from 10.8% 

in 2020 to 22.3% in 2021, far above the historical 

norm of approximately 5%.75,76,77 Railyard dwell times 

are similarly surging due to increased supply-chain 

congestion, with the ports of Los Angeles and Long 

Beach experiencing average train dwell times of 9.6 

days in 2021, a figure that is typically close to zero.78 

Freight delays are also occurring at inland train stations 

A weighted freight rate assessment of eight major east-west trades (Freight rate, US$ 40ft Containers)

Source: Drewry Supply Chain Advisors
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The global supply chain is a complex network involving 

many transportation nodes and much infrastructure, 

and today’s disruptions involve issues at various stages 

of sourcing, shipping, receiving, and transporting 

goods and materials. Every node in the domestic 

supply chain – including ports, railyards, trucking 

operators, and warehouse facilities – is experiencing 

delays because of capacity shortfalls within the 

logistics ecosystem relative to surging logistics 

activity. This in turn has led to a surge in shipping and 

overland transportation costs that places additional 

pressure on players to source and warehouse goods 

regionally and locally. As a result of these widespread 

supply-chain disruptions, companies are looking to 

source and warehouse more inventory close to the 

consumer as part of the broader solution.82

Today, all roads lead to the consumer. Online 

marketplaces and websites offer greater product 

visibility, up-to-date selection, similar prices to brick-

and-mortar counterparts, and the opportunity to shop 

from home. To win customers in 2021, businesses 

must be able to provide the goods and services that 

consumers want, when they want them, and how they 

want them. This is forcing traditional retailers to adopt 

e-commerce models and e-commerce companies 

to move pre-position goods closer to the consumer. 

Retail businesses are coupling a digital sales strategy 

with well-located stores with good signage; such 

stores continue to outperform peer retail locations as 

people choose where to shop based on geographical 

convenience, selection, and price.

Overall, the unprecedented increase in consumer 
spending coupled with supply-chain capacity 
constraints and a tight labor market has produced 
large increases in the cost profile of moving goods 
from far away to the U.S. consumer’s doorstep. 

across the country due to the widespread shortages 

of rail cars, truck drivers, and essential chassis. 

In metropolitan areas, warehouse operators have 

struggled to manage the increased inventory volumes, 

adding additional inefficiencies at transloading and 

storage facilities. 

Due to capacity constraints and resulting delays, the 

cost of importing goods from overseas has grown 

exponentially over the 2020-2021 period. The World 

Container Index, a weighted measure of the cost to 

transport an ocean container, has increased six-fold in 

a two-year period, growing from $1,445 in November 

2019 to $9,195 in November of 2021.79 Ballooning 

ocean shipping costs are a result of numerous factors 

including container shortages and declining overseas 

shipping profitability as vessels are forced to operate 

at reduced capacity or with greater delays. The cost 

of shipping overland freight in the United States has 

also risen substantially. Compared to 2020, overland 

freight rates are up an average of 20.4% each month 

in 2021.80 The increase in rates is attributable to a 

14.2% average month-over-month increase in freight 

volumes, and a 37% average month-over-month rise in 

freight expenditures.81 Overall, the 2020-2021 period 

saw large increases in both the cost to import goods 

from overseas and the cost to transport goods within 

the U.S.

 SECTION VI REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS
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While inventory is moving closer to consumers, 

domestic manufacturing is on the rise and moving 

closer to labor populations, increasing demand for 

infill manufacturing facilities near major metropolitan 

areas. Manufacturers have recognized the benefits of 

operating in the United States. A May 2020 survey 

showed that 64% of companies in manufacturing 

and industrials “are likely to bring manufacturing 

production and sourcing back to North America.”83  

By August, this number had risen to 69%.84 Shorter 

supply chains and lower cost of ownership promise cost 

savings and increased responsiveness. But domestic 

production requires skilled labor and engineers, one 

of the primary challenges in the sector.85 Future 

investment will occur near skilled labor, in strong 

manufacturing ecosystems, and near consumers to 

speed up delivery times and cut logistics costs.86 

Domestic manufacturing involves a significant 

increase in the number of logistical touch points 

required on U.S. soil. Companies producing in the 

U.S. are more likely to source raw materials from 

North American suppliers, leading to larger flows of 

goods within the U.S. and savings from economies of 

scale and the growth of manufacturing ecosystems.87 

Further, transporting the manufacturing inputs from 

their respective points of origin to the manufacturing 

center, and then shipping finished products to the end 

consumer, entails additional demand for warehousing 

and distribution facilities. Therefore, increased 

domestic industrial production will continue to drive 

demand for warehousing and manufacturing space 

Onshore Production Model: Hershey’s Chocolate

Sources: 
1. Sourcemap. (n.d.). Hershey’s Milk Chocolate Bar. https://open.sourcemap.com/maps/5915be7042a2d33b5471c089
2. Sourcemap. (2017, March 30). Reese’s and Hershey’s Milk Chocolate w/Almonds – now on Sourcemap! https://www.sourcemap.com/

blog/2017/3/30/reeses-pieces-and-hersheys-milk-chocolate-w-almonds-now-on-sourcemap
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near large labor hubs such as Los Angeles, New York, 

Atlanta, Miami, and Dallas.

The sky-high demand for urban infill warehouses involves 

its own complications, as a critical supply shortage of 

functional industrial properties in major U.S. population 

centers is placing upward pressures on pricing and 

rents for such facilities. The population growth, zoning 

regulations, and land price increases in urban centers 

over the last 50 years have made it increasingly difficult 

to zone and develop infill industrial properties. Moreover, 

total industrial space under construction today is a small 

percentage of total industrial inventory, doing little to 

alleviate current space constraints in urban markets. 

There were 376 million square feet of industrial real 

estate under construction in mid-202188, approximately 

2.5% of the 14.7 billion total square footage of industrial 

inventory in the U.S. 

Developing and repositioning urban industrial 

properties for logistics uses will help ease pressures 

currently present within the U.S. supply chain,  

enabling logistics firms to store goods locally and 

avoid the costly delays currently associated with long-

distance transportation. 

Longpoint Realty Partners offers real estate solutions 

for these logistics challenges by acquiring and 

transforming infill logistics assets for use as last-

mile warehousing and distribution facilities. With the 

holiday season around the corner, consumer spending 

will likely only continue to increase through the end of 

2021. In this context, Longpoint continues to deliver 

functional industrial product with the end goals of 

meeting the growing needs of logistics providers, 

growing property NOI, creating value, and advancing 

the firm’s reputation as a nation-wide leader in logistics 

real estate. 

So will Santa show up with his sleigh full? Will your 

2-day or same-day order show up on the original 

planned shipping timeline? Will the normal selection 

of goods be available without stockouts or delays? 

These questions are harder to answer as we enter 

December 2021. Regardless, the supply chain delivers 

an unbelievable selection of products from around 

the world to the consumer’s doorstep, and the global 

logistical network is continuing to work overtime to 

ensure that useful and appealing products end up 

under 2021 Christmas trees.

Happy
 

Holidays!
HAPPY SHOPPING AND
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